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Memorial Day Holiday
Live Oak will be closed in observance of 
Memorial Day on Monday, May 26. 

Fourth Grade to Old Sacramento
Ms. Olbris'  Fourth Grade is on an overnight field 
trip to Old Sacramento for an experience of the 
1800's gold rush and river boat culture and times.

Sixth Grade Revelries
Ms. Mann's Sixth Grade will participate in the 
Medieval Games at Marin Waldorf School in San 
Rafael on Friday, May 23.

Rummage Sale this  Saturday & Sunday
The Rummage Sale takes place this weekend, 
May 24 and 25, from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Do 
some-thing good for the earth and good for the 
school at the same time! We are looking for 
parents to:
• Donate items (clothing, books, household, 

furniture, toys, etc) that are in saleable 
condition

• Sign up to work Friday, Saturday or Sunday
• Bake or donate goods for the Bake Sale
• Donate paper grocery bags
• We are also looking to borrow tarps and sun 

shades (“EZ ups” or the like)
• The storage trailer is on the north campus, 

parking lot area  drop off your stuff today!!
If you have questions, or if you needa tax 
deductible receipt, please contact Gayla 
Overmeer (664-8110), Dori King  (795-4672) or 
Rachel Kaplan (775-3258)

Spring Pledge Week!
Is your Parent Pledge payment current?  If not, 
now's the time to catch up. Volunteers will be on 
campus on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday this 
week with new Pledge Cards for the 2008/09 
school year. We need an accurate assessment of 
Pledge income for the next board meeting on  
June 9. Signed Pledge Cards help convince the 
district that our proposed budget is viable.      
Please help out by completing your Pledge Card 
this week  it's especially urgent this year.

Friends Meets Tonight
The Friends of Live Oak Board of Directors will 
met tonight in the Community Services Room at 
7:00 PM to plan next years budget goals.  

Matching Gifts 
Many companies support schools and other 
service agencies by matching tax deductible gifts 
made by their employee's to non-profits. Ask your 
company's human resource department if 
matching gifts is one of your benefits.  It's possible 
your Pledge dollars could be matched!

New Bell Schedule for 2008/09
Dear Dear Parents and Live Oak Charter 
School Community Members:

To meet the pedagogical needs of students in 
different grades, and to stay in compliance 
with state requirements for the instructional 
minutes for 2008/09, the Bell Schedule for 
next year will be changed as follows:

• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday
Kindergarten    8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Grades 1 & 2   8:15 AM to 2:35 PM 
Grades 3 to 7   8:15 AM to 3:05 PM

• Thursday /minimum day:
Kindergarten    8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
All Grades (1–7)  8:15 AM to 12:40 PM

This schedule will allow more instructional 
minutes for specialty classes and adequate 
time to close with the class teacher on 

Thursday. The current Bell Schedule will stay 
in place for the rest of the school year.

Classroom Aide Positions Open
Live Oak is proposing to have three part-time aide positions next year— 
two classroom aides and one Special Education aide. The positions pay 
$12/hour. If you are interested, please submit your resume to Will Stapp 
by May 30.

After School Program Openings
Live Oak is now enrolling for next year's After School Program and we 
anticipate needing additional staff. If you're interested in work hours 
between 12:30 and 5:30 PM with free child care include, at a pay rate of 
$12/ hour, contact Aurora Valentine at 364-8655.

Please Welcome Pam Augustine
Last week, Will Stapp told Apple Blossom Kindergarten parents: “It is 
with a heavy heart that I must inform you that Sue Lane will not be 
returning to her teaching duties. She must focus on her own health.” 
Pam Augustine, who was hired to join the Live Oak Kindergarten staff 
next year, has joined Ms. Maribeth to close out the school year. She 
comes from the Sierra foothills where she was the lead teacher in the 
Rose Kindergarten at the Waldorf-inspired Yuba River Charter School, 
and she created and taught in the Sweet Pea Kindergarten which was a 
three day a week program for home school families associated with 
Yuba River. Her foundation year studies were at Steiner College in Fair 
Oaks and her credential is from Fresno State. 

Lower Campus Shut Down
The last day of School is just three weeks away! Plans are underway for 
shutting down the campus for the Sonoma-Marin Fair and to clear out the 
Lower Campus on the last day of school. Move plans are being circulated 
to  teachers and class coordinators. Check with them to see how you can 
help; many Lower Campus teachers plan to organize packing on 
Thursday, June 8.  We lobbied to leave the walls up on the Lower 
Campus, but the Fairgrounds plans don't blend well with that approach. 
The walls will be coming down on June 10. 



Appreciations . . .
•  With deep appreciation, I extend my thanks 

to Tina Wilder. Tina has been our class 
coordinator in Ms Sue's for two years. This year 
Tina has been in the classroom almost daily 
providing support to the teachers.  She also 
works diligently to communicate with the class 
parents via email, letters and in-person updates.  
While with the children Tina is sensitive and 
strong and attentive to their needs.  She takes 
time to share with me antidotes on my child's 
activities that day and clearly cares for each 
child. She has been such  gift to us and I want to 
express my gratitude for her dedication and 
compassion.  Her service has held our class 
together this year. With much love and respect, 
— Sara Wilson

•  would like to thank Ms. Cheryl Witte for 
teaching our children so much about gardening 
and instilling an appreciation for healthy salads 
and other garden fresh dishes made in the 
kitchen.  — Theresa Mahoney

• I would like to thank Tom Gallop, Greg Mann, 
Kristen Hall, Elizabeth Wade and Lesley Hunter 
for being terrific chaperones on the Third 
Grade's trip to Emandal Farm   — Mr. Temple

• I would like to thank Victoria Temple for all of 
her hard work and dedication.  Every event that 
the school did this year, from the Fall Festival all 
the way to the Town Hall Meeting (and the end 
of the year BBQ and Open House), had 
Victoria's talent and vision and hard work 
behind it. In addition, she has participated in our 
class coordinator meetings, worked with Friends 
of Live Oak, produced the weekly Leaflet and 
the Acorn, got the aftercare program up and 
running, and much more.  Her commitment to 
the sprit of community and forward vision has 
been a gift to the school.  —Gayla Overmeer

From the Fifth Grade
 

We all know the saying "It takes a Village to raise a child"  but do you 
know it takes a community of parents to give a child a true Waldorf 
education? It is true!!!  A teacher alone, even a highly qualified and 
experienced  teacher, cannot provide the richly textured and 
imaginative experiences that make the education come alive. This year 
the Class of 2011– the Fifth Grade – has received a very rich Waldorf-
inspired  education due in large part to the imagination, dedication and 
efforts of the parents! Thank you ALL for all you did to make this an 
awesome year!  

I want to especially acknowledge several parents who showed up for 
the class all year long - giving the children support and opportunities 
they would have missed otherwise.
   

Thank you, Julie Beckner, for being our field trip Goddess…. there 
were sooo many and you always handled them with grace, humor and 

steely tenacity. What an effective combination!  Thank you, Mary 
Davis, for coming every Monday morning to copy and collate the 
homework packets. What a life saver!

Thank you, Denise Williges, for being my head cooking class assistant 
and pal.  You showed up every Wednesday, often with sour dough and 
flour in-hand to lead half the class in bread making.  You donated 'tons' 
of ingredients, researched recipes and picked up ingredients for me at 
the last minute…. always with a beautiful smile and laughter.  I couldn't 
have done it without your help.  

Thank you, Jodi Boyle, for being a cooking class assistant also.  You 
showed up every Wednesday ready to do whatever unknown dish I had 
on the menu, held the kids during the sometime wild times and often 
stayed late to help clean up! Shall I say it again? You made it possible.   
Thank you also for shepherding the parents into and through the Values 
Evening.  This is now and will be so important to the class in the years 
to come.

Thank you, Denise and Pam Dayton, for being our class coordinators.  
It is/was so good to be able to ask for support and know you were there 

for us.  Thank you,  Sabrina Kahn, for taking the lead in making the 
feasts happen this year. It is true all the parents helped so much but 
without your leadership and vision we would not have had the quality, 
festive events that they actually were.  

Thank you to all the parents again for cleaning the classroom and 
bringing flowers each week, chaperoning and driving on field trips, 
showing up at monthly class meeting AND several Retreats, putting on 
phenomenal Farmer's Markets’, and raising lots of money to help pay 
for all the field trips and class needs, showing up to help in cooking 
classes as needed, cooking  exotic dishes for the feasts, pulling off the 
class play in December (!), sewing tunics and belts for the pentathlon 
for our class (and Fifth grade classes to come), all the many and myriad 
ways you each participated and supported your child, me and the 
whole class.  Thank you for helping make it happen!  You ROCK!!!    
— Ms. Juliane

Faculty & Staff Appreciation Dinner
On Thursday, May 29 beginning at 4:30 PM,     
a Faculty & Staff Appreciation Dinner & 
Ceremony is being hosted by the Live Oak 

Board of Directors, under the leadership of Jodi 
Boyle and Sara Wilson.  

As a School, as a community, as Northern 
Californian’s, we have so much to be grateful 
for.  Cultivating gratitude and reverence for the 
words seen and unseen is a core value of 
Waldorf education.  I would like to thank Jodi 
and Sara for adding this new gesture to the 
cultural life of Live Oak.   — Victoria Temple

Last Weekly Leaflet of the Year
May 28 will be the last Leaflet of the year and your last chance to get
announcements out to the community.
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